Set on China’s east coast, Shandong stretches
between the Bohai and Yellow Seas, gazing across
the water toward Korea and Japan. This is where
Confucius redefined how we think, where Mount Tai
towers above ancient rites, where the Yellow River
meets the sea, the Grand Canal flows with history,
and the Qi Great Wall keeps watch over it all. Togeth-
er, these five UNESCO World Heritage Sites aren’t
just relics; they're the rhythm of a place where
nature and civilisation have moved in step for
millennia.
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For over 2,000 years, emperors, scholars and
poets have climbed Mount Tai Z=LLl in search of
blessings, carving prayers into stone and building
temples along the way. But this isn’t just a hike, it's
a walk through China’s imperial past, rich with
ancient art and enduring legends.

Recommended Route ‘

Dai Temple — Red Gate — Sutra Rock Valley —

Midway Gate to Heaven — Path of 18 Bends — South Gate to
Heaven — Bixia Temple — Jade Emperor Peak

A balanced route of coastal views, forest trails and sacred Daoist
sites. Perfect for seekers of both scenery and serenity.

Getting there: Hongmen Road, Mount Tai, Tai’an (+86 538 9600 8888).
Red Gate entrance open 5am-12pm daily. From 115RMB.
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Dai Temple | Tai’an Museum 155 | RLHEYIE

At the foot of Mount Tai, this temple-museum duo once served as

a spiritual “base camp” for emperors. Wander cypress-lined
courtyards and celestial murals at Dai Temple, a place of ritual,

poetry and imperial devotion. Inside, Tai'an Museum adds context

with ancient maps, stone steles and artefacts tracing the
mountain’s sacred status. One site, two ways to step into history.
Getting there: 191 Dongyue Street, Taishan District, Tai'an

(+86 538 826 1038). Open daily 8am-5.30pm. Entry from 20RMB.

. Tip: Highlights include the Han Dynasty cypress known as the Living

Imperial Token and Tiankuang Hall 2R WL, the temple’s main sanctuary
and one of the Three Great Halls of China.

Path of Eighteen Bends
+\&

South Gate to Heaven

BX|7] & Bixia Temple 25

g Tip:

Tang Moya EEE

Jade Emperor Peak E2T0

) SKip the Stairs, Keep the Views

Kong Family Mansion FLFF

Getting there:

ﬂ Tip:

Cemetery of Confucius L1k

Getting there:

Did you know?

Confucius wasn't just a philosopher; he’s
honoured in China as the Great Sage and First
Teacher ZX5/M, a title that speaks to his
lasting influence on culture, education and
governance across East Asia. Born in Qufu in
551 BCE, his teachings on family, virtue and
moral order shaped two millennia of thought.
Today, you can explore the places where it all
began at San Kong, the three Confucius sites
comprising of his grand temple FLJ&, family
mansion FLAF and his family cemetery FL#A.
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4 Experience Confucius

Getting there:

-t M Confucius Museum . F{E¥1E
Recommended Route

The Temple of Confucius —> The Kong Family Mansion
— The Cemetery of Confucius — Confucius Museum —
Nishan Sacred Land

*
Route Highlights +\,
Temple of Confucius FLJ&
The largest Confucian temple in the world, this site
honours a thinker whose ideas shaped East Asian
civilisation. At its heart is Dacheng Hall AR%E, a grand ’ .. WSS
sanctuary with 28 intricately carved columns, built to the e e g A L B LT U L
same standards as imperial palaces. It's also one of the
Three Great Halls of China. :
Getting there: Shendao Road, Qufu, Jining. ]
Open 8.30am-5pm (last entry 4.30pm) daily. 80RMB for single R

Getting there:

venue; from 140RMB for 3 Confucius sites. b= . ﬁﬁg@?j ! j '.l “.\
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Tip: Don't miss the Forest of Steles B4, where 139 stone
tablets hold Confucian teachings in carved calligraphy.
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GETTING TO SHANDONG \ A AR NN . L LS e - B o S
Shandong is served by five major international airports: " .' l.. ¥ . ; : . ol :. T e i e : . : Weishan Lake fLLI# '. — o, .. P__ ! 3 3 - . - W SHANDONG'
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- Getting there:

.ﬁ._ G H?

@ v  CHINA'S = .8
OLDEST DEFENCE

High speed rail from Beijing and Shanghai:

Archaeological Site Park of Nanwang

GETTING AROUND SHANDONG Junction FFEEARAZE AL AR

Built more than 400 years before the Qin
. . . NG dynasty’s famous Great Wall, The Qi Great
Where the Yellow River flows into the Bohai Sea, Route Highlights *& SAILING Wall winds through Shandong’s rugged

Shandong’s key high-speed rail hubs this vast wetland is one of China’s most import- m Yellow River Cultural Museum 3535268 hills and is thought to be the oldest

ant ecological zones. In autumn and winter, the THROUGH TIME Getting there: surviving wall of its kind. Today, it offers

delta bursts into colour as migrating birds peaceful hikes and a rare window into early

sweep over rust-red marshes and blooming q Chinese defence strategy.
reeds swirl like snow. Elevated boardwalks let A n Tip:
Weather Snapshot you explore without disturbing the delicate etting there:

ecosystem.

The Grand Canal RATAIEE, the world’s
longest man-made waterway, is a 2,500-year-old
corridor of Chinese history. In Shandong, its

643km stretch shaped cities, sparked trade and
carried culture. From Zaozhuang to Dezhou, it still
winds past old locks, market towns and riverside
museums.

. Recommended Route ‘

@ Liaocheng Grand Canal Museum The most dramatic stretch cuts through

chEEA X e 2
Dafengshan A& LL|, where weathered ramparts
cling to cliffs and mist curls like ancient war
smoke. At Jinyang Pass $8BH>% and Qingshi Pass
Getting there: BB, once key strongholds, it’s all raw
adventure and barely a soul in sight. At its
historical glory, the wall’'s eastern tip once reached
the sea at Yujiahe F-3<51, the Qi State’s ancient
coastal gateway.

Getting there: Dafengshan Scenic Area, Changqing
District, Jinan (+86 531 8738 3666). Open 8am-5pm
(fast entry 4pm) daily. 40RMB.

Jinyang Pass: Niangniangmiao to Sanhuaishu Village,
Laiwu District, Jinan. Free.

Qingshi Pass: Qingshiguan Village, Hezhuang Town, Laiwu
District, Jinan. Free.

-t
I(NOW MORE Emergency Numbers Recommended Route . Sun Tzu Cultural Park #)0F3ZKE
Yellow River Estuary Eco-Tourism Area — Yellow River

DO MORE Tipping Cultural Museum — Sun Tzu Cultural Park

Official Shandong Tourism
Social Media Accounts

o AN o1
Route Highlights Recommended Route
Yellow River Estuary Eco-Tourism Area Getting there: Tai'erzhuang Ancient Town — Weishan Lake —
Essential Travel Apps O 4ESIREX Archaeological Site Park of Nanwang Junction —
Super Apps Navigation This area is a critical stop for migratory birds, some of Liaocheng Grand Canal Museum
Q B ) * which are endangered, with eco-tourism zones

L designed to let visitors enjoy nature up close,

responsibly.

*
Route Highlights N
Tai’erzhuang Ancient City &) LE&H
Once destroyed during WWII, Tai’erzhuang has been
beautifully restored, preserving its stone bridges,
Ming-Qing architecture and canal-side charm. By night,
the town glows with lantern-lit reflections on the water.

Travel & Tickets Getting there: Eco-Tourism Area Entrance, Kenli District,
Dongying (+86 400 166 2158). Open 8.30am-5.30pm daily.

@ @ From 85RMB.

M Qi culture Museum FFX LB

Tip: Bring binoculars — over 300 bird species pass through Getting there: 1 Gucheng Avenue, Tai'erzhuang District, This museum dives into the ancient Qi State, the on
here, including the Saunders’s gull Z2I%KS and Oriental White Zaozhuang (+86 632 811 6666). Open 24 hours daily. 118RMB. birthplace of China’s oldest Great Wall. Bronze (-]

Stork Z< 75 E4&8. Visit near dawn to see the skies erupt with
feathered motion.

artefacts, jade and city models reveal how this
early civilisation rose to power.

Getting there: 308 Linzi Avenue, Linzi district, Zibo
(+86 533 629 2898). Open 9am-5pm (last entry
4.30pm), Tue-Sun (Closed Mon). Free on registration.

XHEH ERMXE

lime0uf

H Bed Down Like An Ancient Trader
Stay in a canal-side inn with wooden beams and
lantern-lit balconies or hop on a wooden boat and let
boat women serenade you through the old town.

Before you go...

All information (including dates, jocations, ticket prices and activities) is correct as of 30 April 2025. Please
check official websites or social media channels for the latest updates. Details refated to venues and attractions
are provided by their respective operators; piease refer to their official announcements for the most up-to-date
information.
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